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The requirement for restriction is respectfully traversed. Adequate grounds 
for insisting upon restriction have not been demonstrated, and the requirements of MPEP § 
806.05(h) have not been met. 

More particularly, in imposing the requirement for restriction, the Office 

Action asserted that Claim 22's process for liquid change information acquisition and 

discrimination could be accomplished through any number of different sensors: 

"The sensor does not necessarily need to be a solid 
semiconductor element in contact with the liquid It is well known to one of 
ordinary skill in the art that there are a multitude of liquid level sensors that 
are not necessarily solid semiconductor elements in contact with liquid." 
(Office Action, page 2). 

This assertion ignores clear claim language of Claim 22. Claim 22 defines a 
liquid change information acquiring method "of using a solid semiconductor element 
disposed in contact with a liquid.,.". Thus, it is wrong to state, as asserted in the Office 
Action, that the sensor of Claim 22 "docs not necessarily need to be a solid semiconductor 
element in contact with a liquid", since that exact phraseology is part of Claim 22. 

It is therefore respectfully submitted that the requirements of MPEP § 
806.05(h) cannot be met, since the process of the Group II claims (which include 
independent Claim 22) cannot be practiced with a product that differs materially from a 
solid semiconductor element in contact with a liquid. 

Moreover, it is respectfully noted that the language of independent Claim 22 
(from Group II) closely tracks the language of independent Claim 1 6 (from Group 1). A 
side-by-side of this claim language is given below: 

-2- 
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CJaim 22 

22. A liquid change information 
acquiring method of using a solid 
semiconductor element disposed in contact 
with a liquid, said element comprising: 

information acquiring means for 
acquiring information about the liquid; 



information communicating means 
for displaying or transmitting the 
information acquired by said information 
acquiring means to the outside; and 

energy converting means for 
converting an energy applied from the 
outside to an energy of a type different 
from the type of said applied energy to 
operate said information acquiring means 
and said information communicating 
means. 



Claim 16 

16. An ink tank which contains an ink 
to be supplied to an ejection head for 
ejecting the ink, comprising: 

information acquiring means for 
acquiring chemical property information of 
said ink , including at least one of a 
hydrogen ion concentration index, a 
concentration, and a density of said ink; 

information communicating means for 
displaying or transmitting the information 
acquired by said information acquiring 
means to the outside; and 

energy converting means for 
converting an energy applied from the 
outside to an energy of a type different 
from the type of said applied energy to 
operate said information acquiring means 
and said information communicating 
means. 



Tt is therefore respectfully submitted that there are close similarities between 
the subject matter claimed in at least some of the Group I claims and that of at least some 
of the Group II claims, such that restriction between the claims would be inappropriate. 

Applicants therefore respectfully request the Examiner to withdraw his 
requirement for restriction, and to examine all pending claims on their substantive merits. 
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Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to be directed to 
our below-listed address. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael K. O'Neill 
Registration No. 32,622 



FITZPATRTCK, CliLLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3800 
Facsimile: (21 2) 21 8-2200 

CA.MAlN 107066V1 
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